
Amersham Before Plastic



Intended outcomes 
• To develop our collection relating to local shops and shopping
• To explore shopping and consumption in the past, to influence people today
• To work with Sustainable Amersham to increase local knowledge & understanding 
• To gather people’s views to inform Sustainable Amersham’s campaign 
to achieve single use plastic free status 
• To consider how we can improve our sustainable practice in the museum 



Activities & outputs
• Explore the Museum’s collection & interviewing older people
• Create a visual record of shops in the local area today
• Produce the Amersham Before Plastic mobile museum exhibition
• Take the mobile exhibition out & about
• Hold an exhibition in Amersham Museum
• Produce a challenge pack for local people
• Develop & deliver outreach sessions for KS2
• Measure the Museum’s carbon footprint 
& consider wider sustainable practices



Findings & results

• Oral history
• Donations for Museum collection
• 620 photos of local shops today
• Contact with 280 people through mobile exhibition
• Gathered views from 73 people, shared with 
Sustainable Amersham
• Change and pledge cards



Findings & results
• Museum exhibition developed by Young Curators
• 100% visitors learned something new
• Over 300 children reached through school visits
• Exploration of Museum’s current practices



Next steps
• Mobile museum exhibition
• Museum collection
• Online exhibition
• Sustainable practice
• Schools offer
• Partnership with Sustainable Amersham 
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